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A View From The Chair 
As summer approaches at last, the mood can be one of relaxation, so do scan 
your Newsletter carefully for all the opportunities  to get out and about and en-
joy yourselves.  It's very easy to miss an item! 

Last Saturday, the mood was certainly sunny as we met in the Cornerstone for a 
Convenors' Reception, to thank all the kind people who are so generous with 
their time and expertise.  In Wokingham U3A we have  over 115 interest groups 
now, each one of which is led by someone who is pre pared to organise meetings, 
book halls, find speakers and prepare refreshments.   We are rich indeed, and it 
was good to have a chance, on behalf of all our mem bers, to let the Convenors 
know how much they are appreciated.  Without them, we would be nothing. 

One topic under discussion was how best we can communicate with our mem-
bership.  We are the largest U3A in the area, and t his has the bonus of giving us 
a wide variety of interest groups.  Unfortunately, it may also mean that many 
people are out of touch with some of our activities , and miss some events which 
they might have enjoyed.  Of course, the newsletter  is the main fount of knowl-
edge, and the website is a rich source of material.   We also "cascade" informa-
tion through your Convenor, which may not be the be st approach in all in-



3 

stances.  We would be highly embarrassed if every m ember turned up for the 
monthly meeting!  In small U3As, this is the main c hannel of communication. 

The committee is keen to know the best means of kee ping in touch with every-
one.  Do let us know if you have any bright ideas! 

My best wishes to you all for an active and refresh ing summer. 

Patsy Thornton 

New Groups 
The following new groups have been formed recently and if you are interested 
in joining please contact the Convenor below: 

Art Appreciation 2 – Juliet Dalby – 0118 978 6184 

Cooking for Fun – Ruba Carroll – 0118 934 1251 see page 6 

MOTO6 – Peter Hodgson - 0118 979 7404 see page 5 

Out and About 2 – Stan Hughesdon – 0118 961 3556 

Rummikub – Val Cresswell – 0118 977 6580 see page 6 

Wool Craft – Enid Richardson – 0118 979 6920 see page 8 

If you have any suggestions for new topic groups you would be interested in, or 
you are unable to get into an existing group, pleas e contact us and we can start 
the ball rolling. 

Like to help 
with any activity including helping to set up new g roups and sorting out waiting 
lists - volunteers are always welcomed – please contact any Groups Coordinator 
Team member: 

Jennie Mew – 01344 483318 

Pauline Riocreux – 0118 973 3083 

Linda Herbert - 01344 777819 

Group Courtesy 
If you cannot attend a group meeting, please try to  give your group Convenor 
adequate notice.  This is especially important if m eetings are held in members ’  
homes where furniture may have to be rearranged and  teas, coffees and biscuits 
set out. 

If you decide that you can no longer remain a membe r of a group, please let the 
Convenor know as they may have members on a waiting list who are keen to 
join. 

Linda Herbert 

Groups Coordinator 
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Riverside   Project 
As the summer begins to shine upon us, River-
side activities are planned.  These will give us 
an opportunity to explore different aspects of 
the Thames Valley environment in which we all 
live, alongside our colleagues from other U3As.   
Full details of all these activities are on the 
website.   Just go to Wokingham U3A then 
follow the link to Thames Valley Network, then 
the link to the Riverside Project. 

These are your diary dates, and brief outlines:- 

Friday 9th July :   Walk around Kennington and Radley taking in a section of the 
riverbank. About 5 miles.  Meet at 10 am, pub lunch  afterwards. 

Wednesday 21st July :  Walks around Lechlade, one a long (10 mile) sect ion of 
the Thames Path, the other (5 mile) section of the Thames Path, together with a 
visit to Buscot House. 

Wednesday 18th August :  Henley Activities Day  This will begin with a pl enary 
session in the River & Rowing Museum, followed by the choice of a range of ac-
tivities, each led by a local expert.  Activities w ill include a wildlife walk on Mill 
Meadows; a tour of the Tudor houses in Hart Street;  a local history visit to the 
churches, lock and weir; a talk about local authors  in the Mayor's Parlour;  pho-
tography and painting. 

Cost £5 to include coffee on arrival, seminar in th e Thames Room, free all day 
parking and free entry to the Museum 

Friday 17th September :  2nd Planning Day in Goring  We will meet in the Vil-
lage Hall, Goring, as last time.  As well as report s on the activities already com-
pleted, we shall have an opportunity to plan our fu ture programme.  There will 
also be a talk by Mark Stevens of the Berkshire Record Office on the material 
they have available for research, and another talk by Dick Mayon-White, Thames 
Warden, on the conservation work carried out by the  Thames Society, and the 
ways in which we could help by observation and moni toring. 

Cost £4 to include coffee at the beginning and tea at the end and use of the 
Village Hall. 

Excellent lunch at £5 provided by the WI 

More information on the walks, see page 15 or from Derek Broad 01189 784399 

and for the other activities from Patsy Thornton. 

 Patsy Thornton   

 01344774812    patsy@thorntac.co.uk 
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U3A Table Tennis Group. 
Our band of 'Happy Batties' are going from strength  to strength. With coaching 
available nearly everyone knows what they should be  doing. Evidence of this can 
be heard in the many cries of " I should have done it this way!" followed by a 
perfect re-enactment of how the shot could have bee n played. We all do it. The 
problem is getting the information from the brain t o the body to do it right first 
time. Practice makes perfect?  

Table tennis helps to speed up anticipation, coordi nation and reaction times. 
Everyone can benefit. Fitness will follow. 

Because of clashes with other Groups many of our members are unable to attend 
every week. As a result we can usually squeeze in a few more players.  

Come along and have a go. We are a mixed ability gr oup, so even if you have not 
played for years, are a past Champion, or never pla yed before, you will find a 
friendly welcome. All equipment is provided. All yo u need to bring are a pair of 
sports shoes, and comfortable non floppy clothing. No white tops please.( it 
makes seeing the ball near impossible.) If you like  it and want to purchase your 
own bat etc, great discounts are available from our  in-house Bribar Agent. Have 
a look on the Bribar site, then speak to Mal before  ordering. 

We have decided to have a break during the whole of  August. Sessions resume 
1st September at Loddon Valley Leisure Centre, 2.30  to 4.30. Start the new sea-
son off with a PING. 

Give me a call if you need more information. 

Mal Collis. Coordinator and ETTA Licensed Coach. 

Tel: 0118 9883534 

email: malcollis@talktalk.net 

Cryptic Crosswords. 
I would like to start a group to tackle cryptic cro sswords. I have some informa-
tion from a former U3A member. It will be a self he lp group unless there is an 
expert amongst our members who would like to give u s the benefit of their 
knowledge. Interested? Please contact Beryl Page 0118 9782726 (between 5 and 
6pm) or Email  berekpage@talktalk.net  

MOTO 6 
MOTO 6 has now been formed and anybody requiring information should contact 
Peter Hodgson on 0118 979 7404 or pkhodgson@btinternet.com. A programme of 
events will be prepared in due course and details w ill be given in the next issue 
of the Newsletter." 

Peter Hodgson 
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Walk'n'Talk Italian 
I'd like to start a "Walk'n'Talk Italian" group, wa lking 4 or 5 miles while we talk 
Italian, with an optional pub lunch afterwards.  Pl ease contact me if you are 
interested.  Caroline Layton 0118 9781336. 

New Rummikub Group 
A new group to play Rummikub has been set up and will meet on the first Tues-
day of each month starting July 6th at 2 p.m. and w ill meet at 44 Valley Cres-
cent, Wokingham, RG41 1NP.  We have 7 members to start and will limit num-
bers to 12.  If anyone else is interested in joinin g, please get in touch.  There 
will be no meeting in August.   

Convenor Val Cresswell, telephone no. 0118 9776580, email address val-
erie.cresswell@googlemail.com.    

Cooking for Fun 
A new group “ Cooking for Fun”  has just started. We meet on the fourth Friday 
of each month at each others ’  house to discuss a cuisine and thereupon decide 
about the menu each member is going to prepare for the following month. It is 
for people who have a passion for food, are able to  cook and appreciate differ-
ent cuisine. Should you be interested please contac t me Ruba Carroll on 0118 
934 1251. 

Open House – a date for your diary. 
Wokingham U3A is holding another Open House on Tuesday 26 October.  This 
event was such a success two years ago, we have booked a larger venue this 
time - full details will be given in the next Newsl etter.  If you would like to help 
organise this event or just help on the day I would  be very pleased to hear from 
you. 

Linda Herbert, Groups Coordinator – 01344 777819 

Industrial Archaeology is now Industrial Heritage. 
The change to Industrial Heritage  is to reflect the wider scope of Britain's his-
torical industrial innovation rather than being too  prescriptive about sites or 
evidence. We hope by doing this we will extend our audience, despite already 
catering for 30 to 40 members each month, by increa sing the immense number 
of fascinating and interesting topics on which our country can be proud and how 
they affected social changes and consequently how w e adapted to our modern 
life. 

David Tinker 
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Combined Operations - Bridge and Walking Groups. 
Bridge and Walking Groups successfully combined to enjoy each others company 
at Marsham Court Hotel in Bournemouth in early May.  Patsy and Ted Thornton's 
Bridge Group members overlapped with the Walkers to  enjoy good weather, 
delightful surroundings and some very acceptable so cialising (code for a few 
drinks and meals!) 

Walking was near Lyndhurst in the New Forest, follo wed the next day, with a 
walk at Hengistbury Head - a superb location near t o Christchurch. 

A number of members have suggested we do it again (SOON) - so watch these 
spaces and we will see what can be arranged. 

Derek Broad- Group Leader, Walking 

"Walkers at Hengistbury Head 

Winners at 
Bridge 
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History of philosophy 
The Introduction to Philosophy  group will complete its course at the July meet-
ing. In August, we shall go on to study the History  of Philosophy, from the An-
cient Greeks to the 20th century, using  an illustr ated, and readable but non-
trivial, book The Story of Philosophy by Bryan Magee, which proved popular with 
our other philosophy group. To cater for a wider in terest in the history of ideas 
and culture, we shall also look at some other topic s, such as the birth of science 
and mathematics, and some influential thinkers who are not considered primar-
ily as philosophers, such as Darwin, Freud, Jung and Durkheim.  

Our method is to read a short chapter of the book w e are following before the 
meeting (or some equivalent source), so that we can  hold an informed and in-
formal discussion of the topic. We meet at the Frie nds' Meeting House, Denton 
Road at 10 am on the first Wednesday of the month. New members will be wel-
come. If you are interested or would like to know m ore, please phone me on 
0118 978 6532.  

Hugh Davis 

Parlez Vous Francais? 
We are looking for a French speaker who would be wi lling to help out with a 
new French Group possibly at intermediate level. 

We have a number of people on the waiting list and would very much like to get 
them off this list and into a group but we are expe riencing difficulty in finding a 
French speaker willing to take on this task.  COULD YOU BE THAT PERSON? 

It may be that this role could be shared between 1,  2 or even 3 people so the 
commitment would not be that great.  This person wo uld be involved in helping 
those in the group with all aspects of the language , the convenor's role would be 
held by someone else from within the group.  

At the time of going to print a date and venue have  not been decided so that is 
open to discussion.  We would love to hear from you  if you are able to give any 
time to these people all eager to improve their Fre nch linguistic skills.   

For more information please call Jennie Mew 01344 4 83318. 

Woolcraft 
We have now started the new Woolcraft Group which w ill meet the first Monday 
morning of each month when we hope to learn more ab out the history of knit, 
dyeing, tapestry, weaving, crochet, visit exhibitio ns and demonstrations and 
occasionally meet just to "knit and natter"  We hav e a few places left, so if any-
one is interested, please contact me on 01189796920 or email 
enid.rich@hotmail.co.uk. 

Enid Richardson 

Convenor       
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Italian And German Speakers 
And there's more.......we are also eager to find, f or new beginners groups, Ital-
ian and German speakers. If you feel you could give some time to these two new 
groups to help with the study of those languages th en again please call Jennie 
Mew on 01344 483318.  She is waiting by the phone for your call! 

Nightjars at Crowthorne 
Members of the ‘Bird Watching 2’  Group met 
just before sunset on 20th May, with the aim of 
observing nightjars in the Crowthorne Wood 
Nature Reserve which forms part of the Thames 
Basin Heaths Special Protection Area (SPA) 
where protected heathland species like the 
nightjar are located.  

We were guided by Des Sussex, who described 
the behaviour of the birds - which start feeding 

(on insects) at twilight - and the areas where they  are most likely to be found. 
After some time, the unmistakeable characteristic c ontinuous churring sound of 
the male – which gives the nightjar its name - was heard abov e the traffic noise. 
Spotting the bird was harder, but the silhouettes o f a couple were seen, oblig-
ingly perched on branches of the conifers. We also witnessed some flying just a 
few feet above us; the male being identified by its  white wing-spots. 

Having heard so much about the nightjar, it was exc eedingly satisfying to have 
actually witnessed this fascinating bird just on ou r doorstep. 

Michael Bader 

If you would like to share similar experiences, and  are free on the third Thurs-
day of the month, then perhaps Birdwatching2 is for  you.  

Contact John Beeston (john.beeston@talk21.com) 

Speakers Secretary. 
After several years in this role Judith Irwin has s tepped down as Speakers Secre-
tary.  She has organised our programme for Monthly Meetings until this Novem-
ber.  I have taken over the position and together w ith a support team of Eliza-
beth Ramsey and Doreen Woolhead I am tackling the task of arranging speakers 
for the 2011 programme.   

I have a short list of recommendations but would al ways welcome suggestions 
from any member who has attended a particularly int eresting presentation.  If 
you could let me have contact details my e-mail add ress is 
biddyw@dsl.pipex.com or telephone 0118 989 4859.  Thank you.  

John Saunders will continue to be responsible for t he Evening Meetings. 

Biddy Wombwell 
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Wokingham U3A Development Group. 
This Group is a sub-committee of your U3A main committee. It was set up to 
look at the way we might improve our splendid U3A a nd many of the processes 
you see and enjoy today may have emanated from this  Group. 

We look at supporting the Thames Valley Network, ru nning this year's TVN Con-
ference (June 2nd Emmbrook School, have you signed up yet ?),    the Riverside 
Project, Monthly Meetings, (trying to manage the ve nue size against demand and 
the speakers chosen) .We look to support our wonder ful convenors, at possible 
satellite meetings, i.e. a monthly meeting style me eting in different geographi-
cal places  within Wokingham with or without a form al speaker. 

We are always open to sensible suggestions or feedback to ever improve the way 
we run Wokingham U3A for us all. We would also welc ome adding some new 
blood to the Group, so how about joining us and mak ing a difference to YOUR  
U3A?  

If you would like to contribute, make suggestions o r join, please do contact me, 
Stephen Smith, Vice Chairman WU3A and leader of the development Group, 
preferably by e-mail,  sealand_smith@ntlworld.com o r by phone, but only be-
tween 1000 to 1700 please. 

Stephen Smith  0118 9627241 

Social History 
There are now a few vacancies in the Social History  group.  We are roughly fol-
lowing a GCSE syllabus from 1750 onwards as a starting point and then intend to 
follow the wishes of the group.   We meet in each o thers houses and all try to 
contribute to the sessions with some research.  Vis its are fitted in where appro-
priate. 

If you are interested in joining please contact Jac kie Cox 0118 9772638 or e-mail 
jackie.cox@talk21.com  

Newsletter Distribution 
Our committee has decided that in the future newsle tters will be posted to all 
members and that the facility to collect them from the monthly meeting has 
ceased. This decision was made to ease the task of the distributors by eliminat-
ing the humping of boxes of newsletters to the mont hly meeting and then hump-
ing most of them back home again. 

We would like to thank Mike Tucker and his team for  the valiant work they do in 
distributing the newsletter every other month. 

Ed 
 

Copy date for the next issue of the Newsletter is F riday 30th July 
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Software at Student Prices for U3A Members 
The Belfast based company Software for Students off ers big discounts on Micro-
soft, Kaspersky and Adobe software for school pupil s, students and U3A mem-
bers. 

For example, the upgrade from Windows Vista or XP t o Windows 7 costs £42.95. 

There is also a transaction charge of £1.95, bringi ng the price to £44.90. Micro-
soft Office 2010 Professional is offered at £47.34 and there are many other 
items 

Please check for the software you are interested in  at their website 

http://www.software4students.co.uk. 

You have to register; quote “ Wokingham U3A”  as your institution. 

Please note that software is supplied on DVD only – not as boxed sets. There is 
no installation support from S4S; there are instruc tions on their website and the 
manufacturer ’ s website and built into the DVDs. The S4S website has numbers 
for technical support from Microsoft and Kaspersky,  and a number for Adobe. 

The Windows 7 upgrade DVD that I bought had an invalid product key, but I got a 
correction from Microsoft. I have since then found a Microsoft product telephone 
activation number, 0800 018 8354, that might (or mi ght not) be useful. 

In summary, there are excellent discounts to be had , but you need to have your 
technical wits about you to use this service. 

Feel free to tell me of your experiences at barry.b yrne@bcs.org. 

 

Wartime Reminiscences 
Our series on wartime reminiscences continues this time with  articles by Rose-
mary Goldschmied, Len Watkins and Gordon Wall in th is issue. 

Wartime reminiscences by Len Watkins of Crowthorne 
At the beginning of the 2nd World War I was just 20  years old, and I joined the 
army. As I was studying to become an engineer I was put in the Royal Engineers 
(known as the Sappers-I could tell you why if I had  the room). I first went for 
training which interestingly enough included the us e of poison gas--knowledge 
which I never had to use. Then I was sent for offic er training and gradually rose 
to the rank of Captain which I held until the end o f the war. 

The first active service I took part in was in the Middle East, where during an 
eighth army retreat, the Sappers were preparing all  the oil installations for 
demolition. Upon the arrival of General Montgomery (later Field Marshall Mont-
gomery) all this defeatism ended and the demolition  never happened. I joined 
the engineers of 30 Corps in time for the battle of  El Alamein which despite 
many casualties we finally won and we chased the Ge rman Africa Corps and 
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their Italian allies across North Africa. Heaven kn ows how many mines my men 
and I cleared--we never counted them but there must  have been thousands. We 
also had the usual engineers involvement with build ing bridges and other struc-
tures. 

After a while we came back to the UK in an American  troop ship and joined the 
army getting ready for the landings in Normandy. We  were still, thank Heavens, 
under the leadership of Montgomery. My company land ed on Gold Beach on the 
afternoon of D Day and again found ourselves cleari ng mines and other obsta-
cles, which was not a lot of fun under heavy German  artillery fire. We had ex-
tensive loss of life in my unit, and on going back there a couple of times after 
the war I have remembered the lads and put flowers on their graves. After all 
these men were mostly only 20-25 years old, as inde ed I was. 

After Normandy we advanced up through France, Belgi um and Holland, fighting 
and engineering all the way with a great deal more loss of life. The farthest 
North we went was to try and cross the bridge at Ar nhem. A film was made of 
this exercise which was mostly rubbish and was made by people who didn ’ t un-
derstand the task or the problems. 

Then we went down to the German frontier again and took part in the assault 
crossing of the Rhine. This was expensive in lives and equipment. After that I 
took some of my platoon up to help sort out the hor rors of Belsen concentration 
camp, which showed if it was necessary, how importa nt it was to defeat the 
Nazis and to keep them out of the UK. 

We thought that we might be coming home then, but n ot a bit of it! My lads and 
I were sent on to Palestine.......but that is anoth er story. 

 

Casualties and Prisoners of War (Part 1) 
I left school at 16, and because Civil Service entr ance examinations were sus-
pended during the war, I was engaged as a temporary  civil servant of the lowest 
order at the War Department ’ s Eastern Command, Hounslow, a short distance 
from our house; I could even come home for lunch! 

I remember my first week ’ s wages were one pound, four shillings and fivepenc e 
halfpenny (£1.25 approx). Out of this sum I gave my  mother ten shillings (50p) 
towards my keep, and the rest, fourteen shillings a nd fivepence halfpenny (75p 
approx), was mine to keep. Not that there was much to spend it on in war-time. 
Britain, so apart from visits to the cinema, most o f it went into my Post Office 
Savings Account. 

It was not a happy time for me, I found the work bo ring, and felt that I was do-
ing nothing to help the war effort. One of the othe r girls working there was a 
Joyce Dimbleby, a relative of Richard Dimbleby, lat er to be father of David and 
Jonathan; she seemed to be pretty fed-up too. Howev er, after nearly a year, I 
was relieved of this tedium, because Eastern Comman d was re-located to Rei-
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gate, and I was posted to Curzon Street House in London to Casualties and Pris-
oners of War Dept known as CAS/PW. 

This meant promotion and more money. Even with the air-raids and bombing, 
the West End of London still held a certain glamour  for a 17 year-old. Hyde Park 
was across the road, then there was the Ritz Hotel,  and further down Piccadilly, 
Fortnum and Mason. I had always longed for a pair of black leather court shoes, 
and I saw my heart’ s desire in a ‘ posh’  shoe shop in Albemarle Street. They had 
my size so I bought a pair. My mother was appalled by my extravagance. But it 
was a good buy; repaired over and over again those shoes lasted me for the rest 
of the war and beyond. As its title implied CAS/PW dealt with recording British 
Army casualties and maintaining all the records of officers and men held captive 
in German and Japanese POW camps. 

The section I was allotted to was in a large room a nd dealt with the other rank 
POWs who were in German Stalags. Records were kept by regiment, not by Sta-
lag, and each POW had a record card. Most of the in formation we received came 
via the Swiss Red Cross. The Germans moved prisoners around quite a lot, and it 
was a busy time when new lists were received from S witzerland. Also, after any 
big battle there were the cards that had to be made  out for new POWs. 

We worked in pairs at large tables (there was as sh ortage of desks), and natu-
rally, the staff was mostly female. There were the permanent female civil ser-
vants who in those days had had to resign on marria ge, but because they had no 
young children to look after, had returned to the s ervice. They obviously 
thought themselves superior to us ‘ temps’ . There were a few young girls like 
myself, and a cluster of ladies who had never had t o go out to work in their lives 
before. These consisted of quite a few widows of In dian Army officers, and some 
middle-aged maiden ladies whom the slaughter of the  First World War had de-
prived of finding a husband. Besides these there we re also two young women of 
doubtful reputation who spent most lunch-hours and evenings at the American 
Army officers ’  club across the road, and were therefore better fe d than the rest 
of us! 

This motley collection of staff was presided over b y a male civil servant, too old 
to be conscripted, called Mr Fitzgeorge. He was in possession of the only tele-
phone in the room, but he was a very understanding man and allowed its use to 
anyone who wanted to contact any relative serving i n the Forces. 

Leave was restricted, the hours were long, and apar t from Sundays, we only had 
every other Saturday afternoon off. If you wanted a n afternoon off during the 
week you had to sacrifice that Saturday afternoon. Work was often interrupted 
by air-raids when we all had to troop down to the s helters in the cellars of the 
building until the All Clear sounded, but I was hap py and at last felt I was doing 
something useful towards the war effort. 

Rosemary Goldschmied   To be continued in Part 2 
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Riverside Project – Walks on 21 st July 
As part of the Riverside Project U3As of the Thames  Valley 
Network are organising a series of short and long w alks based 
on the River Thames. It is hoped that members from 
throughout the network will join in these walks, ta king the 
opportunity to meet people from different areas and  learn a 
little about a new area. The walks detailed below a re our first offering. 

Short Walk 

Where: Buscot and the Thames   

For: Members of any Affiliated TVN U3A. National Tr ust membership would be of 
benefit- Costs to non-members – Grounds only £5, House and Gardens £8 

Meeting Place: (No public transport) Car Park, Buscot, A417, 2 m iles SE Lechlade 
12:00noon 

Route: Buscot Weir and Lock, Thames Path, Buscot Park and House (National 
Trust – open 2:00pm – 6:00pm). The walk is 4.5 miles (approx) but this d oes not 
include walking round Buscot Park and House 

Refreshments: Picnic lunch at riverside, tea rooms available at  Buscot House. 

Registration:  If you would like to join this walk please send an  email to 
ian.clarkson@gmail.com, simply stating that you are interested in the sho rt 
walk, giving your name, U3A, telephone number and email  address. You will 
then be advised of detailed plans for the day.  

Long Walk 

Meeting Place: Market Place, Lechlade 

Route: Lechlade to Tadpole Bridge, via St John ’ s Lock, Buscot Weir and Radcot – 
10 miles (approx).  Numerous Locks and Weirs, Ancient and Modern Bridges, 
Battle Sites and, of course, glorious river bank wa lking 

Transport: Bus service from Swindon Bus Station (9:45am) to Lechlade 
(10:25am). At  the end of the walk there is a half- hourly service into Swindon 
along the A420, which is 2 miles from Tadpole Bridg e.  For those travelling by 
car (recommended) there is ample car parking half a  mile south of Lechade off 
the A361. Arrangements will be made to transport dr ivers back from Tadpole 
Bridge  to Lechlade on the Faringdon Community Bus, so that they can pick up 
their cars and return to pick up their passengers f rom the end of the walk. 

The lunch stop will be at Radcot Bridge, where a pa cked lunch can be enjoyed 
on one bank of the river, while The Swan on the oth er bank might quench a few 
thirsts. There is also the attractive Trout Inn at the end of the walk. 

Registration: If you would like to join this inaugu ral walk please send an email 
to ian.clarkson@gmail.com, simply giving your name,  U3A, telephone number 
and email address, and your proposed method of tran sport. You will then be 
advised of detailed plans for the day. 
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Computer Panel – at your service 
Wokingham U3A has, from within its membership, set up a small panel who be-
tween them have a variety of IT skills and knowledg e, in a wide range of differ-
ent software products and some hardware matters.   

Their aim is to assist members with queries and pro blems that they may be ex-
periencing.  This can be from the simple user issue s, for example attaching pho-
tos to your emails, setting up files, or getting ar ound the internet, using 
Word/Excel, or possibly more advanced technical mat ters.    

Do you have a problem?  Perhaps we can help.  

Email or telephone us with full details of your que ry, give us a couple of days 
and we’ ll see if one of us can offer a solution.  If we ca n’ t, it may mean you ’ ll 
need to pay for professional advice. 

Initial contact:   Sylvia Mason      email:    sa.m ason3a@googlemail.com 

Tel:  0118 979  3502     PLEASE – no calls between 7pm and 9am  

 

An Evening Meeting 
14th Sept  at 7.30 pm. 

St. Paul’ s Parish Hall, Reading Road, Wokingham. 

Pauline Humphreys 

“ Life in the House of Lords”  

(as a Hansard Reporter) 

Pauline began her verbatim reporting career as a fr eelance Court Reporter in 
London and went on to work at the World Bank and th e Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg. For many years she worked in the House of Lords as a Hansard Re-
porter. 

Tickets costing £2.00p per person (which includes a  glass of wine or fruit 
juice)may be obtained from John Saunders ( 0118 989 3076 )  throughout June 
and August and from Sylvia Mason  from  the 2nd week in July onwards, by send-
ing a cheque made payable to Wokingham U3A and enclosing a  Stamped ad-
dressed Envelope for the ticket return. 

Numbers are strictly limited with no admittance at the door without a ticket. 

The University
of the Third Age
Wokingham


