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A View From The Chair

This has seemed a very long, grey and cold winter. However, now at last there's
warmth in the air, bulbs opening all over the garde n, and folk going around
without coats! We can all begin to look forward to  enjoying a range of summer
activities together.

Following the AGM in March, we welcome a new team o n the committee to han-
dle U3A affairs. As our U3A grows, increasingly we are building teams to look
after different aspects effectively. Linda Herbert will lead the Groups' Liaison
Team, ably assisted by Pauline Riocreux, and new member Jennie Mew. The
Speakers' Secretary team will be led by Biddy Wombwell with the assistance of
Elizabeth Ramsay and Doreen Woolhead. As always, ay of these three will be
delighted to hear of any effective speaker you have met recently, to add them
to the list of possible speakers for our monthly me etings. The new minutes sec-
retary will be Richard Watson.

And the special summer activities?



Your Newsletter is packed full of information about the TVN Conference, the
Riverside Project and the Wellington Study Day, as well as individual group
activities. Read it carefully to make the most of what your U3A has to offer
you.

Enjoy your summer! Patsy Thornton

Groups Coordinator 's Team.

At the recent AGM, Hilary Taylor stepped down as Gr oups Coordinator and | have
replaced her. There is now a small liaison team co nsisting of myself, Pauline
Riocreux, and Jennie Mew. We are tasked to facilit ate new members joining
groups, liaising with group Convenors and assisting in the formation of new
groups. Contact details for the team are in the Ne wsletter and on the Website.

There are now 110 groups and some are full. Itis always possible to start new
groups covering the same or a similar aspect of study or activity and if you
would like to pursue your interest please let us kn ow.

Suggestions for possible new parallel groups are Ou and About, Poetry Reading,
German, and French (a step up from beginners). Suggestions for new
topic/activity groups are Country Dancing, Ancient History and Wool Craft (more
information regarding this group is given elsewhere in this Newsletter). If you
would like to join any of these groups please conta ct us.

A new Badminton Group has just been formed and info rmation on venue, dates
and times are also given in this Newsletter.

Linda Herbert
Groups Coordinator

Walking Group.

Members of the Walking Group will know that Robert Foley has, for many years,
been the backbone of the Walking Group, leading man y of the walks into inter-
esting locations,( to say nothing of the pubs, of w hich he also has a fund of
knowledge.)

Robert has decided to call a halt to his walking ac tivities, and all members, past
and present owe a huge debt of gratitude to Robert for his sustained efforts
over the years.

More recently Robert has undergone a heart operatio n, from which we all wish
him a speedy recovery and return to good health.

Robert, although you may not join us on the walks, we hope to see you and
Shirley at one of the delightful pubs on your exten sive list!

Derek Broad, Group Leader



New Woolcraft group

| have been asked by several people to start a Wool craft Group. Knitting and
crochet, using and working with traditional and mod ern materials and pat-
terns, including group members' own ideas. Also, pe rhaps, looking into the his-
tory of producing wool materials, etc. Would anyone interested contact me,
Enid Richardson, on 01189627202.

Badminton 2

Thanks to a growing interest among the members of U 3A to play badminton a
second venue came on line on Tuesday the 30th of March. This is known as Bad-
minton 2. It runs along similar lines to Badminton 1, catering for beginners as
well as the more experienced players. We got off to a good start at the first
session with nine players turning up including one who had never played before.
She started by having some coaching from two of our most experienced players
and then went on to play in a doubles match.

The venue for Badminton 2 is; Loddon Valley Leisure Centre, Rushey Way, Lower
Earley, RG6 4GD. It takes place every Tuesday from 11.30am to 12.30pm. For
further information contact Fred Simpson 0797 11404 18.

Showtime

By the time you read this the Showtime group will h ave had three meetings this
year to decide upon our next venture... something f or everyone this time, mu-
sic, dance & a bit of 'drama’ (other than that whic h happens at rehearsal !)

We are now in the midst of thrashing out just what delights we shall offer you.
We are hoping to run the production at the end of October, as we did last
year, but have so far been unable to finalise any a ctual dates. WATCH THIS
SPACE. DETAILS WILL FOLLOW>

If there are any members thinking of treading the b oards this year, please do
come along to our next meetings at the Woosehill Co mmunity Centre (Upper
Hall) on Thursday 27" May, Thursday 24" June 3.30 to 5.30 where you will be
made very welcome. Or get in touch with Andy Lee on 0118 962 9041.

Andy Lee

MOTO 6 And Out & About 2

New groups are to be formed for these activities. T his is an especially
good opportunity for newish members to join - some of you have been on
waiting lists for some time. Phone me on 0118 973 3 083 or e-maill
gordonriocreux38@aol.co.uk.

Pauline Riocreux.



Rummikub And/Or Bananagrams

| have been asked to suggest forming a Rummikub Graup, For those who don't
know the game, it is like playing Rummy only with t iles instead of cards and
with extra strategies during the game. Each set is played with up to 4 play-
ers but | can borrow more sets and | would suggest 12 people as being the
maximum number with 3 games being played at the sam e time.

Another game | was given for Christmas, which | thi nk is fairly new - and addic-
tive - is Bananagrams. This is played with letter tiles like scrabble but without
values for each tile. Each set can be played with up to 8 people and the idea is
to make up individual crossword grids, so there is no waiting for turns. Once all
the tiles have been taken the winner is the first p erson to finish their grid suc-
cessfully.

If anyone is interested in either or both of these games perhaps you could con-
tact me and we could arrange a preliminary meeting to try them out. Val
Cresswell 0118 9776580 email -valerie.cresswell@googlemail.com

World Music

This small but well-established music appreciation group meets in members'
homes to listen to an eclectic mix of music with a global perspective. Meetings
are informal and held on the fourth Wednesday after noon of the month. Choice
of music reflects the interests of group members. We choose a general theme
for each meeting as indicated in the diary entry.

The group would welcome some new members. Anyone with an interest in the
diverse musical heritage of our world is assured a relaxing and rewarding ex-
perience, full of surprises. No previous knowledge or personal resources are
needed as the group is quite well resourced by a nu cleus of existing members.

If interested in coming along, or to find out more -
Contact Elizabeth Manley 0118 9772569

Group Leaders Reception on May 22nd

We are all prey to last minute problems that requir e the cancellation of com-
mitments but if you have the present intention to a ttend this function on May
22" at the Cornerstone and have not yet responded | wo uld be pleased to hear
from you.

(Pauline Riocreux, 38 Nash Grove Lane, Wokingham R@0 4HD, 0118 973 3083,
(gordonriocreux38@aol.co.uk)

Copy date for the next issue of the Newsletter is F riday 28th May




Visit to Hampton Court Palace, Gardens and Maze

Following the very interesting talk, given by John Garrod a qualified Hampton
Court Guide, at our recent monthly meeting | have a rranged with him to con-
duct a tour for us on Friday 4th June. The arrangem ents are to meet at the
ticket office at 11.00 a.m. Following an inspectio n of the Palace there will be
time for lunch and in the afternoon a tour of the e xtensive gardens and maze
finishing 3.30-4.00p.m.

Depending on numbers the entry cost will be £10.35 per head (failing this
£13.05) and the maximum cost for the guide of £7 pe r head. | will collect this in
advance. Adequate car parking is available on site at £4.50 for five hours pay-
able on the day.

If you are interested please contact me on
0118 978 0092 orldroland@gmail.com

Les Roland

Group Travel

From time to time small groups may find it convenie nt and cost effective to
travel by driven mini-bus to their venue, either lo cal or at distance. It is not
widely known that there is a small independently re gistered charity, Earleybus,
in Wokingham, which operates a not-for profit new 14 seat minibus for the
benefit of the local community. It has been in exis tence for some 17 years. All
personnel, including drivers, are unpaid volunteers ; drivers are fully licensed
and CRB checked. The bus has a passenger lift and an take up to three wheel-
chairs. It is used for visits to places of interest of hirer ’s choice, theatre trips,
shopping or the seaside.

For further information telephone 0118 975 7320 adv ising likely number in
group, date and UK destination venue. If no volunte er is in the office when you
call please leave your name and telephone number o n the answer phone and
you will be contacted. Brian Hoare ( Antiques) can also answer any queries (0118
975 5428).

Brian Hoare

Discussion Group

It is with regret that | have to announce that with  immediate effect | have de-
cided to close the discussion group due to irregula r support. We have enjoyed
many years of discussions but feel it is time to mo ve on.

Thank you to all who have regularly attended in the past.
Roy Madden



Wokingham U3A Study Day 2010

This years Study Day will be held at Wellington Col lege on August 25th. from
10.00am.

The last 2 years have had a splendid response from U3As from all over the South
East Region and this year's Study Day promises to @fer even more diverse sub-
jects from Digital Photography, Broadmoor, to Indus trial Archaeology.

There are 2 sessions in the morning, an inclusive |unch, again provided by Wel-
lington College's excellent catering staff and an a fternoon session. You may
choose any combination of presentations, though 2 s ubjects have a combined
morning programme.

Cost for the day is held at last year's fee of £25. 00

Full details and booking form are on Wokingham U3A's website,
www.wokinghamu3a.org.uk or by contacting Sylvia Mason
sa.mason3a@googlemail.com 0118 979 3502, but please, only phone between
9am-5pm

Places are being booked at a pleasing rate, so don't miss out on this year's prodi-
gious Study Day

Stephen Smith Vice Chairman and Study Day Co-Leadewith Richard Hughes

A Reminder to Convenors

The newsletter editor has moved and has a new email address. Please do not
use the old tesco.net address as your email may not get through. The address
you should be using is Editor@wokinghamu3a.org.uk .

Thames Valley Network Events
A series of Study Days are being planned. The provisional programme is:

28" June 2010 The Development of Classical Music

7" October 2010 Food Science Day at the Museum of Engsh
Rural Life (MERL(

10™ November 2010 | History of European Painting

March 2011 The Global Economy

June 2011 Travellers tales and debate ‘Travel does not
broaden the mind, just the bottom

September 2011 Philosophy

November 2011 Four Opera Masterpieces




The Sin Bin

The following groups have not provided information for the Diary Pages. Please
contact the convenors to find out if meetings are b eing held in May or June.

Group Subject Host, Leader/ Contact

Bird Watching 2

John Beeston

Digital Photography groups Geoff Bone
Craft Card Making Jan Eaton
Life Drawing Lucienne Hill

Beginner Bridge Lessons

Marion Holden

French for Beginners 4

Michael Ketley

Wine Appreciation 1

Maurice Mingay

Recorders

Foy Rees

Card Making ONE

Linda Rutter

MOTO 2 Events Meeting

Jenny Rimmer

Maths Group

Alan Sutcliffe

French Intermediate

Nancy Tompkins

Yoga

Nancy Tompkins

Jazz Appreciation Group A

Gordon Wall

Bridge for You

Ann Zebedee

Diary venue codes

Code Venue Code Venue
246 246 Nine Mile Ride FMH Friends Meeting House
Denton Rd
10TC 10 Thorpe Close ICE Nike Ice Rink
18R 18 Ravenswood Avenue, JF Jolly Farmer
Crowthorne
1Me 1 Mertonford, Pages Croft LV Loddon Valley Leisre
Centre
36W 36 Windmill Avenue MH Methodist Hall
45M 45 Mathews Close, Binfield SPP St Paul's ParisRooms
50M 45 Mathews Green Road SS St Sebastian's Pavifio
BPG Billingbear Park Golf Course | Tha Contact leaderfor venue
EC Emmbrook Court, off EIm | W Woosehill Community Hall
Rd, Shinfield Rd, Reading
RG6 5TZ
ES Emmbrook School WAD Wade Centre
EV Emmbrook Village Hall WPL Woodford Park Leisure
Centre




‘Nearly New’ Members Meeting —27" Feb 2010

On a damp and cold Saturday morning at the end of February, a meeting was
held at The Cornerstone in Wokingham for those memb ers who had joined Wok-
ingham U3A during the first half of 2009. Its purp ose was to investigate the
experiences of this group since joining Wokingham U 3A and to find out if there

were ways in which we could improve our methods and practices. This resulted
In some interesting views and comments.

For example, it was said that the monthly meetings at St Paul's Parish Rooms
were enjoyed by those who attended, although there were reservations ex-
pressed about the quality of some of the speakers a nd the time allocated. The
idea for additional ‘satellite ’ meetings in other local areas met with mixed re-
sponses. Some approved, depending on the location and content, where others
thought this could lead to a breakdown in the cohes ion of Wokingham U3A and
were against the proposal.

Almost all of those present had joined one or more groups and most had been
warmly welcomed. Disappointment was expressed at not being able to join
some of the more popular groups, such as Out & About, Movement to Music and
Yoga. They felt that there appeared to be no consi stent procedure for dealing
with this problem or to keep potential joiners info rmed and updated. Sugges-
tions for new groups included Wool Craft, Stained G lass, Country Dancing, De-
bating, Mastermind, Beetle Drives and Quiz evenings. There was a call for more
sessions to be held in the evenings and how about another Open Day?

Our bi-monthly newsletter was broadly popular where as the website was less
well used, though this may be due to the lack of ac cess or computer compe-
tence, rather than the site itself.

These ‘Nearly New members expressed general satisfaction in the way Woking-
ham U3A was organised. Joining U3A had opened up @portunities for meeting
new people, trying out new activities and broadenin g their interests.

The morning proved interesting and informative for all who attended. It is now
for the committee to review the comments and issues raised and see where
change can be made for the benefit of all our membe rs.

Sylvia Mason / Jill Griffin



The Riverside Project

This new and exciting
Project was launched
at the Historic Towns
Study Day in Henley in
mid-March, and we are
to have our first
planning meeting in
Goring on April 21st
(just when you open
your newsletter!).

Over the next 18

months a series of

activities  will be

planned by U3As from

all parts of the

Network area (Berk-

shire, Buckinghamshire

and Oxon). Together

with colleagues from

these U3As we are to study all aspects of our Thames-side environment. There
will be a series of walks, so that the long-distanc e path of the Thames, from
Thameshead to Windsor can be covered. Naturalists, local historians, photogra-
phers, artists, bird-watchers etc. will also be exp loring their chosen areas of
study, and combining their activities with members of different U3As.

Another activity discussed has been exploration by water. Some members may
wish to take a cruise to Mapledurham Water-mill, ot hers to the Thames Barrier,
others again by canal boat to find out about the hi storic buildings of Reading.
One Marlow member has already begun his exploration of the backwaters of the
Thames by canoe!

We intend to report on and exhibit our results at a Riverside Conference to be
held in Wellington College, October 2011.

To be kept in touch with developments, and have a ¢ hance to join us, do look at
plans on our website, and/or contact me

Patsy Thornton
01344 774812
patsy@thorntac.co.uk
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Wartime Reminiscences

We are fortunate in having articles by Rosemary Gol dschmied, Peter Harms and
Harry Wilkins in this issue.

By Peter Harms (Part 2)

In Part 1 Peter described his family's involvement with the Home Guard. It now
continues:

There was only road-bridge onto the island and my f ather's Company had to
guard this at night. He suspected that his "troops " were sleeping on the job so
one night he slowly approached the bridge in his ca r without displaying any
lights, saw that the sentries were standing up so t urned around and quietly
drove back. What he could not hear above the car's engine noise was the
shouted challenge and when he did not stop, they op ened fire but they were
such poor shots that they (luckily) missed. On ano ther occasion they were is-
sued with a Molotov cocktail launcher and my father was anxious to demon-
strate this to his men and | tagged along to watch. The device consisted of a
simple length of pipe on a tripod with a crude trig ger mechanism and sight.
There was a small aperture at the back end for a p ercussion cap and the barrel
was loaded with an explosive charge and a bottle ¢ ontaining three separated
liquids. The idea was, once launched, the bottle broke on impact; the three
liquids then reacted with air, causing a fierce fl ame. My father set this up on a
nearby hill and we all watched with interest. As it was the first time, the range
was unknown and the bottle unfortunately landed in a field of ripe corn, broke
and my father had to explain to an angry farmer th at his burning crop was all
part of wartime training which didn't go down too  well at a time of food short-
ages! There were several such incidents - some involving more dangerous de-
vices and looking back, I'm surprised that my fath er survived the war!

| made myself useful when my father's Company used to have manoeuvres
against other Home Guard units. | used to cycle of f armed with a pencil and

paper into "enemy territory", note the way the othe rs were advancing and hide
the piece of paper inside my handlebars and cycle b ack to our side. My report

was well received by my father and his side won sev eral of the "battles”. This

eventually came to an end as "Len Harms' kid" was soon sent packing if seen
anywhere in the vicinity on such exercises but | r emained useful as a casualty in
stretcher-bearing exercises.

The island was on the edge of Doodlebug Alley and we used to see these flying
bombs go over on their way to London. The shore guns fired at them first, fol-

lowed by any ships in the dockyard anchorages and then by inland gun batter-
les. There was a fighter airfield on the island at  Eastchurch (now an open
prison) and we sometimes witnessed dogfights overhead during the Battle of
Britain but not for long as | was soon hurried dow n the air raid shelter for

safety. The following day we used to search local roads to dig up bullets and
shrapnel and barter with each other to enhance our personal collections. The
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Germans attempted to drop aerial-borne sea mines i nto the shipping channels
off the coast but their planes got such a hostile reception from the many guns
that they did not have time to consider the prevai ling wind. Consequently
some mines drifted ashore, exploded on impact but luckily nobody was ever
hurt. However the ladies were quickly on the scene to salvage any parachute
silk to supplement their clothes rationing.

Food rationing hit us all but we tried to supplemen t this in other ways including
fresh vegetables and fruit from our own garden and we also kept chickens. At
harvest time we used to follow the tractor-drawn h arvester as it operated in
ever decreasing runs towards the centre of the fie Id. The frightened rabbits
used to hide in this narrowing strip of corn and w hen they eventually broke
cover, us kids were waiting with sticks so we had several for the pot or for bar-
tering. Living by the coast there was always a bo untiful harvest from the sea
and cod was plentiful in those days so we didn't f are too badly.

And so the war drifted on, we followed its progress on the wireless, the cinema
newsreels and plotted it on our wall maps. Us boys became expert at identify-
ing aircraft types which we modelled with whatever = materials we could find.
Sheerness was the base for the formation of the "l ittle ships" armada whose
crews bravely set out to rescue our troops from th e Dunkirk beaches and | can
remember my mother and aunt going round the neighb ours collecting cigarettes
and other comforts to take to these survivors when they landed. One of my
little war efforts was to collect old newspapers f or which we were paid a few
pennies per bundle.

When we celebrated VE and VJ Days, my father's firm lined one of the work-
shops with hardboard, set it out for us youngsters and the mums rallied round
to produce a colourful and tasty spread despite sho rtages. People attempted to
rebuild their lives after six traumatic years, some  without loved ones who were
killed in battle leaving a big gap in their lives. = Evacuees were back home with
their memories and for some, life changing experie nces. Sheerness itself suf-
fered little damage as only two houses received a direct hit and the only at-
tempt by the Germans to bomb the dockyard failed a s the few bombs dropped
in the nearby river mud. | started my dockyard ap prenticeship in 1945 and my
life has gone on from there.

By Harry Wilkins

| was very interested to read Peter Harms' Wartime Reminiscences in the last
Newsletter. | am four years older than Peter, and i tis quite surprising what dif-
ferences that four year age gap can make. Perhaps | can tell you what happened
to me during the war.

| was 14 years old when war broke out and | was the n living in Lancing, just to
the east of Worthing. Like Peter, we had evacuees s ent to us early in the war -
Battersea Grammar School came to share our school - and, like him, we were
only educated for half the days. Then, a year or so later, the powers that be
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decided there was a greater risk of invasion than b eing bombed and so we our-
selves were evacuated. | went to Worksop and quite enjoyed it, in spite of the
fact that | was put in the same house as one of our own school masters.

| left school at 16 and worked as a clerk in the He ad Office of an Insurance
Company. At 17 | joined the local Home Guard and it was very much like Dad's
Army. Our Captain was the local Bank Manager and we used to patrol the beach
looking out for Germans. However we had very little ammunition because our
rifles were from the first world war, and the curre nt army rifles were slightly
different in size (I seem to remember that we were 303 and the current was
300). Also we did not know what to do if we were on the beach and the Germans
came but fortunately they did not.

Then, at 18, towards the end of 1943,1 joined the a rmy. Initially | was put in
the Royal Corps of Signals (it was called that then - it was later renamed the
Royal Signals) and was trained as a wireless operator, sending and receiving
Morse at quite a high speed. Then, when | was fully trained, | was sent to join
the SAS (Special Air Service). For some months | wa at the SAS headquarters
which was then in Halstead, Essex, and my job was to communicate in Morse
with our units behind the enemy lines in Europe. It is interesting to remember
that one of our transmitters (American) took up all the space in a 3 ton truck,
and had a whopping great aerial sticking up into th e sky. In spite of its size, it
had much less transmitting power that my mobile pho ne has now !

Then, some three or four months before the end of t he war, | was sent into ac-
tion. We crossed the channel by boat and landed i n Belgium, and went on
through Holland to northwest Germany, ending up beh ind the enemy lines. We
did not parachute or go by gliders, we were in a co nvoy of some eight or nine
armoured jeeps. | cannot remember actually crossing the front lines, we just
drove on and on until we got well behind them. | sp ent some months behind the
lines and, perhaps surprisingly, | thoroughly enjoy ed it. | was very fortunate in
that | was not injured; a bomb did once land close to me but it did not go off.
Also | was lucky that | was not captured because th e Germans had instructions to
shoot us if they captured us. | was with the famous Paddy Mayne - you may have
heard of him.

Some two days before the end of the war we were rus hed back to Essex, and
then, the day after war ended, | was sent to Norway . We flew there in RAF
Stirlings, and our job there was to supervise the G ermans leaving Norway and
going back to Germany. Fortunately they gave no tro uble. We landed at Sta-
vanger and later went on to Bergen, where we stayed for some 6 months or so.

It was while | was in Stavanger that | was frighten ed - this was the only time
that | can remember being frightened when | was in the army. We were billeted
in a school, and one day | was by myself in a room when someone knocked on
the door. | shouted "Come In", and in walked a tall German SS Officer in full
uniform, with Jack Boots, a Skull and Crossbones on his hat, etc, and with a
large dog. | was really quite scared. However he said, in a strong German ac-
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cent, "Good afternoon. Can | be of any help? Have you everything you want ?"
As | said, | was really scared until he said that.

Well, that's a brief summary of my wartime experien ces. It was very different
to Peter's and just shows what effect being four ye ars older can have !

By Rosemary Goldschmied (Part 2)
—“The Night We Woz Bombed ”

The air-raid was still going on at full force as we drove to the vicarage. Arriving
there, the air-raid warden escorted me to the door and rang the bell. My aunt
answered the door; presumably she thought it was an air-raid warden coming to
tell her that she was showing a chink of light thro ugh the blackout curtains, and
was therefore surprised to see me. The air-raid war den gave her a brief account
of what had happened and | went inside.

Aunt Winifred and Uncle Bert were not people to sho w affection or compassion,
in spite of their religious convictions, and | was in sore need of both. We re-
mained downstairs until the All Clear sounded when my aunt provided me with
one of her nightdresses and showed me to one of the spare bedrooms in the vast
and rambling vicarage to spend what remained of the night.

Naturally | did not sleep, so | was wide awake when early the following morning

| heard my aunt’s voice downstairs in the hall telling Uncle Bert t hat she was
going to view the bomb damage and adding ‘it is probably not as bad as Rose-
mary makes out’. | never forgave her for that last remark.

Later | got dressed and went downstairs. There was no sign of Uncle Bert; he
was no doubt in his study working on Sunday's sermon and | would never have
dared to disturb him. Whether | had any breakfast o r not | cannot remember.

Some time afterwards my aunt came back with my moth er who told me we were
going to Aunt Hilda and Uncle Jim to have our lunch . When we got there it was
all loving kindness and sympathy. Aunt Hilda and Uncle Jim wanted my mother
and | to stay with them, but my mother was anxious about my grandfather and
how he was coping, also she wanted to find out if 0 ur house was at all habit-
able.

We got home to find that the war damage chaps had m anaged to get our front
door back onto its hinges and had boarded up the wi ndows at the front of the

house which had taken the full blast and had lost a Il their glass. The windows at
the back of the house were still intact and this ha d saved us from being cut by
flying glass the night before. There was a large cr ack running all down the side
of the wall of our house which faced the Kents. The war damage people said
they could only do a temporary repair to this with  crampons; a full repair would

have to wait until later. We remained in the house at our own risk.

On the premise that lightning doesn 't strike in the same place twice we decided
to stay. We could now bolt our front door, and home was home. AA few days
later my father arrived on three days compassionate leave from his anti-aircraft
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sit in Cambridgeshire where he was stationed. It wa s lovely to be together again
as a family, if only for a short while.

It was summer before the war damage men came to mak e a permanent repair of

the wall. My mother and | were the only people in the house, and we were ad-
vised to go out into the garden in case the wall fell inwards. We had not been

out in the garden very long before there was the so und of machine-gun fire, and

two ‘planes, one British, one German zoomed over our heads having a ‘dog-
fight’. Not wishing to be killed by a stray bullet we fle d indoors. (I noticed that

in the January 2010 U3A News Epping Forest USA membr Norman E Willis had a
similar experience as he cycled to school in the ea rly days of the war)

And afterwards

The Kents were re-housed to a property at Ruislip w hich was not far away, so
we were able to keep in touch with them, and Mr Ken t was presumably fitted
out with a new set of dentures!

After the war their house was rebuilt and they came back to be our neighbours
once more.

Ken found other lodgings for the brief period befor e he was conscripted into the
army. He became a close friend to my parents and my self. He died last year at
the age of 88.

As for me, three years later. At the age of 16 | be came eligible to volunteer as a
fire-fighter. Encouraged by my grandfather | underw ent my training and was
issued with a tin hat. Fortunately no incendiary bo mbs fell in our road so | never
had to operate that wretched stirrup pump.

Rosemary Goldschmied

Computer Panel —at your service

Wokingham U3A has, from within its membership, set up a small panel who be-
tween them have a variety of IT skills and knowledg e, in a wide range of differ-
ent software products and some hardware matters.

Their aim is to assist members with queries and pro blems that they may be ex-
periencing. This can be from the simple user issue s, for example attaching pho-
tos to your emails, setting up files, or getting ar ound the internet, using
Word/Excel, or possibly more advanced technical mat ters.

Do you have a problem? Perhaps we can help.

Email or telephone us with full details of your que ry, give us a couple of days
and we’ll see if one of us can offer a solution. If we ca n’t, it may mean you 'll
need to pay for professional advice.

Initial contact: Sylvia Mason email: sa.m ason3a@googlemail.com
Tel: 0118 979 3502 PLEASE-no calls between 7pm and 9am
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As Rudyard Kipling is the topic of our May monthly meeting you may like to read
his famous poem IF.

IF you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,

If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;

If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,

Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,

Or being hated, don't give way to hating,

And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;

If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster

And treat those two impostors just the same;

If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,

Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ‘em up with worn-out tools:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,

And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;

If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: 'Hold on!

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,

" Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,

If all men count with you, but none too much;

If you can fill the unforgiving minute

With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,

Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,

And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!
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