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NEWSLETTER 
SEP - OCT. 

2011
The University
of the Third Age

Monthly Meetings 
St Paul’ s Parish Rooms 

************** 

September 20 at 2.30pm 
 Richard Poad  

Flying High – A Pilot ’ s Eye View of the World 
************** 

September 27 at 7.30pm 

Functional Foods – Good Science Or Marketing 
Hype? 

Professor Bob Rastall  
************** 

October 18 at 2.30pm 

Keith Parry 
Victorian Millionaires and their Riverside Mansions  - 

Temple to Taplow 
************** 

Full details of all talks on pages 8 & 11 

Details of all Monthly Meetings to the end of 2012 
are listed on the back cover. 
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Wokingham U3A 
WEBSITE  www.wokinghamu3a.org.uk       Registered Charity No: 1049995 

Members Area Username: wokingham (all in lowercase). Password see your membership card 

 E-group sign-up: wokinghamu3a-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

 

Chairman: Patsy Thornton 
01344 774 812 
E-mail:  Chairman@wokinghamu3a.org.uk 

Secretary   
Barry Byrne 
8 Melody Close  
Winnersh  RG41 5LJ 
0118 978 5700 
E-mail Secretary@wokinghamu3a.org.uk 

Treasurer 
Richard Hughes 
42 Knowles Avenue 
Crowthorne 
RG45 6DU 
01344 771547 
E-mail Treasurer@wokinghamu3a.org.uk 

Membership Secretary: 
Muriel Froom  
1 Mertonford, Pages Croft, 
Wokingham, RG40 2HQ 
0118 978 1647 
E-mail MembershipSec@wokinghamu3a.org.uk 

Groups Representative 
Lauraine Newcombe 
0118 979 1477 
E-mail GroupsCoordinator@wokinghamu3a.org.uk 

Editor: Paul King 
Little Copse, 
322 Finchampstead Road, 
Wokingham, RG40 3JB 
0118 989 2729 
Email: Editor@wokinghamu3a.org.uk 

 

A View From The Chair 
I am often remarking on the opportunities offered b y membership of our U3A.  
This was illustrated for me most graphically last w eek, when I had two days out 
in the company of Wokingham colleagues, which gave me unique and memora-
ble experiences. 

On the 20th July, with more than 50 other members, I was able to watch the 
splendid procession of the swan uppers, as in their  resplendent uniforms they 
"gathered" a young family of cygnets, which I had b een watching since they were 
born. 

The following day, in the select company of the mil itary history group, I visited 
Brooklands Museum.  Now my knowledge of aeroplanes is severely limited, but 
we were there to learn, and even I can recognise a Harrier Jump Jet.  How ex-
citing was it, therefore, to sit in the cockpit and  actually pull the release cord 
for the ejector seat!  No, your lanky Chairman did not go soaring up through the 
roof of the hangar, but it was a thrilling moment. 

The sky is blue, the sunshine beckons and the breeze is soft.  I wish you all a 
very happy summer, and make the most of your opport unities! 

Patsy Thornton 
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"What   The   Papers   Say "  Groups   Get   Starte d 
Lively interest was shown in this group after the i tem in the recent Newsletter.  
At the initial meeting, it was decided there were t oo many people to have a 
useful discussion of newspaper articles in a single  group, therefore two groups 
were formed.  Each of these groups will meet once a  month, in members' 
homes.  From time to time, however, the two groups will join for an outing to-
gether or to hear a speaker in a different venue. 

Our meeting times will be:- 

Monday Group:-  the morning of the 3rd Monday of th e month 
Wednesday Group:-  the afternoon of the 4th Wednesd ay of the month 

Each of the groups has 2 or 3 vacancies at the moment.   

For the Monday group, enquiries should come to Patsy Thornton   01344 774812    
patsy@thorntac.co.uk 
For the Wednesday group, the convenor is Elizabeth Hodgson  0118 969 0352   
elizabeth.hodgson959@btinternet.com.  

To all Convenors from the Treasurer. 
Very many thanks to everyone who has returned the l atest 6 month Group Re-
turn. I am particularly grateful to those who used email as it reduces the 
amount of paper that I have to file! 

There are, however, still nearly 20 that I have yet  to receive. At the end of this 
year, I propose to send all the Group Return forms by email unless I receive a lot 
of objections. 

Richard Hughes (Treasurer) 

Showtime  
Rehearsals are going apace for our Showtime production, Olde Tyme Music Hall, 
in November. The cast is honing their varied skills  ( and discovering others ) and 
we do hope that you will come along and thoroughly enjoy a little of what you 
fancy from Nov 1st - 3rd at wokingham theatre.  

Muriel Froom is kindly running our box-office and d etails are elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

hope to see you, and hear you cheering, hissing & b ooing at our magnificent 
miscellany of mellifluous melodies and the emotiona l sweep of our amazing 
melodrama. Will there be a dry eye in the house?? 

Thank you 

Andy Lee 
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Closure of Duplicate Bridge Group at St Paul ’ s Parish 
Rooms, Wokingham 
It is with regret that I am no longer able to run t he Duplicate Bridge Group on 
the First Tuesday of each month.  The last meeting happened in July when Lau-
raine Newcombe came to see if there was another mem ber willing to continue 
the group in Wokingham . The general feeling was th at people would be happy 
to go to St Sebastian’ s  Hall , where Arnold will very kindly run a bridg e group 
every week. This will give continuity that many mem bers will find easier.  I hope 
that anyone who cannot get to Crowthorne will, in t ime, be able to make other 
arrangements.  

I would like to thank everybody for the support the y have given me over the last 
nine  years, and for the kind gifts and card to bot h Ian and myself. Without Ian ’ s 
help the job would not have been possible. Thanks a lso to Val and John Briault 
and Margaret Herbert and the scorers,  for their in valuable help over the years. 

If anyone is setting up a new U3A duplicate bridge group I have a set of boards 
available 

Good bridging to all members of the group. 

Betty Hughes 

French Refresher 
Is your French rusty and does that stop you using your existing French language 
skills?  If so, then this proposed new group may be  of interest to you. 

This group will be for those members who already ha ve a knowledge of the 
French Language but would like to "brush up" their skills in a Refresher Group. 

Please note: this group would not be suitable for a bsolute beginners ~ sorry! 

If you would like to know more then call Jennie Mew  on 01344 483318. 

Jennie Mew 

Out and About Group 2 
We are looking for more members to take an active p art in our recently formed 
group. We have already visited the Globe Theatre in  London, Kew Gardens, and 
had a guided walk of Lily Hill Park in Bracknell, w ith many outings planned for 
the future. 

We meet regularly for coffee mornings and pub eveni ngs, our monthly event 
planning meeting is held on the last Monday in the month at 7.00 at the Friends 
Meeting House in Wokingham, so why not come along and join us. 

If you would like more information please call Joy Sanderson on 01189 789899. 

Joy Sanderson 
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Italian Improvers 
A group of keen learners of this beautiful language  would greatly appreciate 
guidance in pronunciation and use of grammar.  We m eet every other Tuesday in 
the homes of Members to converse in Italian.  There  is no lesson preparation and 
Members provide their own resources.    

If you are a fluent Italian speaker and would like to offer help, please contact 
Margaret King on 0118 9871630, e-mail m.king53@tiscali.co.uk. 

Maureen Lockwood 

Computing Libre group 
This group is for people who want to hear about, ge t support for, or just discuss, 
computing with libre' software. Libre software is s oftware which is usually 
gratis, yet is licensed in a specific and open way which enables and encourages 
a community-friendly sharing culture. 

We all drive different cars, use different cameras,  house types, clothes, kitchen 
tools. Yet when it comes to computers most of us st ay with what was served up 
originally. Henry Ford said of his cars, 'Any colou r as long as it is black!'  Com-
puters have a 'colour' INSIDE. 

Serving Suggestion: try Software Libre! 

It is worth noting that most ordinary 'free' softwa re is encumbered with restric-
tions, including the restriction through secrecy of  its contents. This is not so for 
libre software. 

Started 25 years ago 'Libre' (free, freedom) Softwa re, not only survived, but has 
prospered worldwide in spite of opposition from big  companies, and has come to 
dominate many areas of computing. It is not only fo r experts, it can be for you. 

The Group will be happy to welcome either those wit h only a passing interest or 
curiosity, or a more committed interest, and also e xisting users. If you had been 
wondering about your old spare PC, then before you discard it, consider getting 
this group to work an Ubuntu 'miracle' on it, and p repare to be amazed! 

The Group usually meets at Alan's house on the second Wednesday of the month. 

Alan Cocks, B421252, aeclist@candt.waitrose.com 

Psychology in Everyday Life 
Like the "Windmill", we never close, even for the h oliday season. We have ex-
actly the right number of members for relaxed front -room meetings at members' 
houses -  and a waiting-list of people who can't ma ke the third Wednesday of the 
month. Their solution - or YOUR solution  - a secon d Group, the day, week and 
time yet to be decided. Please get in touch and let  me know your preferences - 
there are still a few vacancies. Contact Beverley 0 7871 842007 or beverley-
george@hotmail.co.uk 
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Swan   Upping   At    Sonning 
Ringside   Seats   For   Wokingham   U3A   At   The   
Swan   Upping   At    Sonning 

Grey and overcast skies greeted the 50 members 
of Wokingham U3A when they set off for Sonning 
on Wednesday, July 20th. However, the babble of 
conversation on the terrace of the Great House 
Hotel as they gathered for lunch was testament 
to their undaunted spirits. 

After an excellent meal and a short talk on the 
background to the Swan Upping different groups 
set off, on foot and on bike to explore the towpath s towards Sonning, Shiplake 
and Marsh Locks.  Mobile phones proved invaluable, as the word went around 

that the Swan Uppers had come through 
Marsh Lock well ahead of schedule.  Quickly, 
parties gathered on both banks just 
downstream from Sonning Bridge, watching 
anxiously for the brood of five cygnets who 
had been born just beside the bridge.  

The swans behaved impeccably, appearing on 
time and elegantly accepting the bread 
offered by a local boat owner. 

  

There was considerable excitement as the flotilla o f boats came into sight round 
a bend in the river, and in no time, the swan famil y had been gathered by swan 
uppers in their brilliant red, white and blue unifo rms.  The swans were gently 
restrained, and set out in line on the bank, right at the feet of some of our 
members!  The young cygnets were measured, weighed and ringed, and their 
parents examined for any evidence of disease.  

When all recording was complete, the swans were ret urned to the water and 
shook their feathers as they swam swiftly away.   

Tired but happy, Wokingham members wandered more sl owly home, full of 
wonder at the privilege of sharing a unique experie nce. 

Patsy Thornton 

Why has the time changed for Monthly Meetings? 
Because of the chaos in the car park at St Paul ’ s Parish Rooms when parents are 
collecting children from the Holt School we have de cided to start our monthly 
meetings half an hour later. They will now start at  2.30pm. Hopefully this means 
we can avoid the crush. 
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Duffers Golf 
Members (and partners) from both Duffers 1 and Duff ers 2 spent a week recently 
at the Manor and Ashbury Hotels in Oakhampton which specialise in sports and 
activities. The group stayed at the Manor so that t he partners could make use of 
the facilities there whilst the Duffers used the As hbury's 7 golf courses. We did 
our best to make use of all of them.  A great time was had by all with ten pin 
bowling and darts competitions creating much merrim ent in the evening. The 
photographs show some of our members on the courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few weeks after our week away and back at our usu al venue (Billingbear Golf 
Course) a competition was held with the 2 groups co mbined (Duffers 1 and 2). 
The morning was taken up with a Texas scramble, fol lowed by lunch and then a 
round of normal golf in the afternoon.  

Duffers Golf started nearly 4 years ago and has thr ived. We now have 43 mem-
bers (27 in duffers 1 and 16 in Duffers 2). Duffers  1 play on a Thursday morning 
and is full but there are still places in Duffers 2  which plays on Thursday after-
noons. 

Gordon Wyles 

 
 

Copy date for the next issue of the Newsletter is F riday 30th September 
 

It ’ s Never Too Late For A Gap 
Year    
In the last week in July Carole reached 
Baiona in Spain, very near to the border with 
Portugal. If you wish to follow her progress 
have a look at their website 
www.getjealous.com/cariad . This picture is 
of Carole overlooking Baiona moorings from 
the castle wall. 

 

 

                    On the course               At the 19 th green                            The Texhan scramb le 
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Monthly Meeting September 20th  
at St Paul’ s Parish Rooms  

PLEASE NOTE LATER START TIME OF 2.30PM 

 

Victorian Millionaires And Their Riverside Mansions - 
Temple To Taplow 

 

 By Keith Parry  

 

The Thames from Temple to Taplow was home for many rich families.  Industrial 
wealth and scandal at Temple, banking and finance a t Taplow and landed 

wealth at Cliveden all play their part in this shor t stretch of the Thames - the 
home for some of the richest families in nineteenth  century Britain.   

Join us at the first monthly meeting after the summ er break to find out more 
with Keith Parry our speaker is from Maidenhead Her itage Centre.  

  

The Centre is open to the public and covers all asp ects of Maidenhead’ s history 
from 100AD to the present day with frequently chang ing exhibitions and lunch-

time lectures.  What is more it is free! 
 

 

Monthly Meeting October 18th 
St Paul’ s Parish Rooms at 2.30pm 

FLYING HIGH – A Pilot ’ s Eye View of the World 
 

For 33 years Richard Poad’ s office was the cockpit of an airliner, and in his  flight 
bag was his camera.  His aerial photographs include many taken within a 30 mile 
radius of Heathrow Airport, on flights to Europe, t he Middle East and across the 
Atlantic to North and Central America.  Woven into his talk will be layman ’ s 
guide to the mysteries of flight; as he himself doe s not have a technical back-
ground, he guarantees that the explanations will be  easy to understand. 

 

Join us for a fascinating flight whilst keeping you r feet firmly on the ground.  
Please note the later start time of 2.30pm 
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Diary venue codes 
Code Venue Code Venue 

246N 246 Nine Mile Ride EV Emmbrook Village Hall 

10TC 10 Thorpe Close FMH Friends Meeting House, Denton Rd 

18R 18 Ravenswood Avenue, Crowthorne ICE Nike Ice Rink 

1Me 1 Mertonford, Pages Croft JF Jolly Farmer 

36W 36 Windmill Avenue LV Loddon Valley Leisure Centre 

42HD 42 Hazel Drive MH Methodist Hall 

44VC 44 Valley Crescent SBC Sutton Bowls Club 

45M 45 Mathews Close, Binfield SCS St Crispins School 

50M 50 Mathews Green Road SPP St Paul's Parish Rooms 

BPG Billingbear Park Golf Course SS St Sebastian's Pavilion 

COR Cornerstone, Norreys Avenue W Woosehill Community Hall 

EC Emmbrook Court, off Elm Rd, Shinfield 
Rd, Reading RG6 5TZ 

WAD Wade Centre 

ES Emmbrook School WPL Woodford Park Leisure Centre 

Princess Margaret, Dick Barton and Just William  
August 1949. Princess Margaret Parties in Amsterdam and Mrs Pennington of 
London SW6 deplores the effect of Radio Programmes Dick Barton and Just Wil-
liam on the younger generation. 

It is interesting sometimes to read items you find on the reverse side of an old 
newspaper cutting. 

On the other side of  the Evening News report of th e shipwreck of the Loyang, 
and while Wendy and I were “ drying out ”  at the Ship Hotel, I read that Princess 
Margaret on a private visit to Amsterdam was attend ing a party. 

At that time Princess Margaret was 19 years old, ve ry beautiful, witty, mercurial 
and wilful. She was a talented pianist and could pl ay and sing all the latest hit 
songs, imitating the famous stars of the day. She w as particularly close to her 
father, King George VI and he had always indulged her. But, as Peter Townsend 
wrote later of the Princess “ what ultimately made her so attractive and lovable 
was that behind the dazzling façade the apparent se lf assurance, you could find, 
if you looked for it, a rare softness and sincerity .”  

The report of the party is as follows 

Private Party 

The park and club – the most select in Amsterdam = were floodlit, but it was a 
private party given in honour of Princess Margaret by Baron Roell. 

The Princess who wore a pink frock with silver and pearl beads embroidered on 
the skirt and bodice, also had on a glittering diam ond tiara. She was toasted 
after the dinner, which included soup, compote of c hicken and peach melba. To 
drink there were champagne and whisky. 
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Two Bands 

There were 200 guests at the club, most of them und er 30. There were two 
bands. When the Princess danced one of her partners was Prince John of Lux-
embourg. As soon as Prince Bernhard came after the dinner party, he claimed a 
dance with Princess Margaret. There were two separa te dancing salons, in one 
of which – “ The Cave”  there was a bar. Tired, but happy, the Princess, w ho had 
been accompanied by Lady Margaret Egerton, left for  the Amstel Hotel after 
three hours – and 16 hours after she had begun her first engagem ent of the 
day. 

For our “ baby boomer”  readers who probably only remember the Princess as a 
lady in a wheelchair (her health had deteriorated s ince the 1970’ s onwards and 
she suffered from depression) this will be a remind er of the vibrant and spar-
kling personality that she had in those far-off day s. She died in February 2002 at 
the age of 71. 

Note. Most of the details regarding Princess Margaret ’ s character and personal-
ity have been taken from the Official Biography of Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother by William Shawcross. Under the heading ‘ Improving’  from letters to the 
editor on the same page of the cutting is the follo wing from (Mrs) I Pennington, 
Ongar Road SW6. 

“ If we could have radio talks and features which wou ld teach children respect 
for their parents and kindness to animals, they wou ld serve a much more useful 
purpose than all this Dick Barton and Just William rubbish”  

I was a regular listener to both these programmes, and 
can still hum The Devil ’ s Galop which was the 
signature tune for Dick Barton, Special Agent. As f or 
Just William where was the woman ’ s sense of humour? 

For the record, Dick Barton adventure stories had 1 5 million fans and 711 radio 
episodes between 1946 and 1951. It was followed by a drama about a circus, 
and shortly afterwards, by guess what? The Archers. Duncan Carse, the actor, 
who succeeded Noel Johnson as Dick Barton in 1949, was a real life adventurer 
who had been awarded the Polar Medal in 1939 for hi s service on the British 
Graham Land Expedition, and a second clasp for his mapping work of South 
Georgia. He died in 2004, aged 90. 

It ’ s amazing down how many paths an old newspaper cutt ing can lead you to! 

Rosemary Goldschmied 

Newsletter Editor  
I will be stepping down as newsletter editor at the  AGM in March 2012. We are 
therefore on the lookout for someone who might be i nterested in taking on this 
role. If you are interested, or know someone who yo u think might be, please 
give me a ring or drop me an email. A good knowledg e of Excel is essential. 

Paul King 0118 989 2729  Editor@wokinghamu3a.org.uk  
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Functional Foods – Good Science Or Marketing Hype? 
Professor Bob Rastall from Reading University 

 

Wokingham U3A Evening Meeting 

Tuesday September 27th at 7.30pm 

at St Paul’ s Parish Rooms 
 

There is an increasing array of foods on the market  purporting to confer some 
kind of health benefit. The largest group are the v arious probiotic yoghurts and 
milk drinks, but there are also products claiming t o reduce cholesterol levels 
and to decrease blood pressure.  

Recently however, there has been a lot of negative publicity around these prod-
ucts. The European Food Safety Authority has reject ed most of the claims sub-
mitted to it. This has fuelled negative reactions i n the press. 

This  talk will take a critical look at the science  behind functional foods and 
attempt to answer the question “ Is there good science behind these products or 
is it all just marketing hype? ”  

Professor Rastall is head of the Department of Food  and Nutritional Sciences and 
has lead a team of researchers in this field for ma ny years.  He regularly gives 
presentations to public groups and has an interest in communicating science to a 
wider audience.  Come and learn about some of the f ood we buy which we be-
lieve to be good for us. 

Entrance is by ticket only at £2 per person to incl ude a glass of wine or fruit 
juice. 

Send cheques made payable to “ Wokingham U3A”  and enclose a stamped ad-
dressed envelope to: 

 Sylvia Mason 23, Culloden Way, Wokingham, RG41 3UN – 0118 979 3502 

 

Four Opera Masterpieces 

A Thames Valley Study Day on Tuesday 15 November 2011 

Rewley House, 1 Wellington Street, Oxford 

Situated in the centre of Oxford with good public t ransport and Park-and-Ride. 

The Study Day Fee is £12.50. This includes participation in the full programme 
plus coffee/tea on arrival and mid afternoon. Furth er information from : 

Anthony Burdall, 2 Fernham Road, Faringdon Oxfordshire SN7 7JY 

Tel : 01367 240713 Email : anthony.burdall@burdall.net  
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SHOWTIME PRODUCTIONS 
 

PRESENT  
 

Olde Tyme Music Hall 
 

 

Written and Directed by Barbara Carr  

 

At Wokingham Theatre on the afternoons of Tuesday 1 st and  
Wednesday 2nd November 2011 at 3.00pm   

and on Thursday 3rd November evening at 7.45pm 

Come along and sing along with the cast! 

 

Please put these dates in your diary – tickets will be on sale  shortly  from  Muriel 
Froom (see coupon below) 

Tel   0118 9781647 

Email    muriel.froom@sky.com 
             

    Please send me tickets (£8 per ticket) for Show time as follows: 

                .......tickets for Tuesday Matinee 1st November 

                ........tickets for Wednesday Matin ee 2nd November 

                ........tickets for Thursday Evenin g 3rd November 
 

I enclose a cheque for £........payable to Wokingha m U3A and marked on the 
back “ Showtime”   and also a stamped addressed envelope. 

If you need wheelchair access please tick here..... ... 

Send to Muriel Froom, 1 Mertonford, Pages Croft, Wo kingham, RG40 2HQ 

 

Name............................................... ..... 

Address............................................ .... 

 

Tel No ............................................ ...... 
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NEW GROUP                        JIVE - FREESTYLE 

When:   First Tuesday of the month, starting 6 th September 2011. 

Time:  Afternoons,   1.45 for 2 o ’ clock start, finish at 4 

Where:    The Cornerstone, Norreys Ave, All Saints Church, Wokingham, RG40 1UE. 

Cost:                 To be confirmed, depending on numbe rs. 

!" Everyone welcome 

!" No need to come with a partner 

!" Guidance offered to complete beginners 

!" Fun, sociable and of course, good exercise 

!" No particular style of Jive, thus called ‘  Freestyle’  

Perhaps ballroom isn’ t your thing but you still enjoy a bit of lively mu sic to try out those special jive 
moves.    Why not come along to this new group?   The format will develop with the requests from 
the members.     All abilities welcome and we will offer guidance to the complete beginner.  We 

hope that some may join who will perhaps show us th eir favourite steps. 

Just turn up at 1.45, or for more details, call Bar ry or Sylvia 

 

Contact:      Barry Stebbings      Tel:  0118 969 9 853                   email: bgstebb@yahoo.co.uk 

                      Sylvia Mason           Tel: 0 118 979 3502                   email: sa.mason3a@googlemail.com 

Riverside Project 
Wednesday 21st September -The Big Walking Day- Abingdon U3A. 
This will include the final leg of the Long Walks,  and a 3 mile Short Circular 
Walk and a Walk Through History and a Celebration Lunch.  See the website for 
further details or contact abingdonu3a@gmail.com 

Saturday, 1st October  -  Wildlife Activities Day -  Wokingham U3A 
10 am at Dinton Pastures. Cost £5, including coffee  on arrival, talks and guided 
walks.  Bring own picnic lunch.  Details on next pa ge.  Enquiries and bookings to 
Patsy Thornton,  01344 774812    patsy@thorntac.co.uk 

Tuesday 26th - Thursday 28th October -  RIVERSIDE REVEALED 
A residential event to celebrate the Riverside Proj ect at Wellington College. 
Please come, it will be fun and it is very good val ue.  Full details and applica-
tion forms are on the web site.  Bookings as soon a s possible please.  Full pay-
ment must be received by 1st September. Agnes Budagowska   01793 615501  
agnes-bud@supanet.com                 
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Thames Valley Network 

   WILDLIFE   ACTIVITIES   DAY 
 

Saturday, October 1st 
Dinton Pastures Multi-Activity Centre 

 

Wokingham U3A is organising a day for the TVN Riverside Project, to learn about 
the bird and insect life around Lavell ’ s Lake, within the Dinton Pastures Nature 

Reserve. 

 

Programme for the day :- 

10.00       Coffee and registration 

10.30       Illustrated talk on the identification of water birds by  
               Fraser Cottington , Chairman of the “ Friends of Lavell ’ s Lake”  
11.15        Illustrated talk on the identification  of insects by Jon Cole  
        Vice-Chairman of Wokingham U3A and entomologist. 

 

PICNIC LUNCH 

 

13.00       Guided walks around the site, using the  bird hides and catching in-
sects, led by   Fraser Cottington and Jon Cole 

16.00         Close of day 

 

Cost of day £5  including coffee, talks and walks and use of bird hides. Bring own 
lunch.  Cost of car-park £2 

 

Numbers will be limited by the size of the Activity  Centre, and walking groups.  
All U3As in the Thames Valley area will be invited to join us. 

To register for the day, or for enquiries, contact:  

Patsy Thornton:-    Chairman@wokinghamu3a.org.uk      01344 774812 
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U3A Thames Valley Network Riverside Project 

Riverside Revealed 
Residential   Event   At   Wellington 

26th  -  28th   October   2011 
  

As a celebration of all the activities that have ta ken part in our exploration of 
the Thames Valley over the last year, Thames Valley  Network are, for the first 
time organising a Residential Event  at Wellington College in Crowthorne. 
  

Leading speakers taking part:- 

  Richard Poad of the Maidenhead Heritage Centre 

Peter Durrant, Chief Archivist of Berkshire Records  Office 

David Boag, international expert on the kingfisher 

Dick Mayon-White, Warden of the River Thames Society 

  

The programme includes:- 

Walking, bird watching, heritage talks, photography  etc. 
     Riverside exhibition with photos and artwork 
     Riverside soiree with poetry, drama and music 
     Light-hearted Riverside quiz 
     Reports on Riverside activities 
  

Full cost for 3 days £118   [ Day delegate (no B&B)  £78] 
  

Includes two course lunch and dinner, bed and break fast, two servings of tea 
and coffee each day 
All activities and lectures 
Use of splendid conference room, common room and gr ounds 
Free parking 
Lasts from after lunch on 26th to after lunch on 28 th 

Notes:-   Accommodation is not ensuite, but in modern study  bedrooms, mostly 
with wash-basins.   

 

Full programme, application form and pictures of We llington may be seen on the 
Riverside blog on the Wokingham U3A website    at  www.wokinghamu3a.org.uk  

A few places may still be available – contact Patsy before 1 st September. 

Patsy Thornton  
01344 774812 
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The Computer Panel  – at your service   

Wish you could ask someone about a problem you have with your 
computer? 

Email or telephone us with your difficulty, give us  a couple of days 
and we’ ll see if one of our panel members can solve your p roblem, 
however small, whatever it may be.    

Contact:  Sylvia Mason    email: sa.mason3a@googlemail.com 

Tel: 0118 979  3502      PLEASE – no calls between 7pm and 9am. 

Wokingham U3A Speaker Schedule 2011-2012 
Date Speaker Title 

September 20th 2011 Keith Parry Victorian Millionaires 

September 27th 2011 
(Evening) 

Prof Robert Rastall Functional Foods – Good Sci-
ence or Marketing Hype? 

October 18th 2011 Richard Poad A Pilot’ s Eye View 

   

November 15th 2011 Jonathan Jones Dylan Thomas 

December 20th 2011 Simon Gilbert “ A Christmas Cracker”  of En-
tertainment 

January 17th Sally Botwright London Oddities part 2  (see 
www.sallybotwright.co.uk) 

February 21st Gerry Hanson England My England 

March 20th Tom Farrell Olympics Past, Present and 
Future 

MARCH 27th  
(Evening) 

Simon Williams Fun Ways To Improve Your 
Memory 

April 17th Paul Whittle Beyond the Great Wall 

May 15th Alan Grace ENSA 

September 18th John Brearley "The Great Exhibition 1851" 

October 16th Jean Haynes My Life as a Lady Bailiff 

OCTOBER 23rd  
(Evening) 

TBA  Wokingham CAB 

November Colin Mitchell The Greater Genius? - Marc 
Isambard Brunel 

December Bernard Lockett The Musical theatre of Gil bert 
and Sullivan 

 


