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UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  RReelliiggiioonnss    
Wednesday 10 September 2008  
at The Pilgrim Centre, Swindon 
 
Each of us has different beliefs and philosophies on life. But do we understand others 

beliefs and practices? The aim of this day is to provide an opportunity to hear and 

speak to representatives of some of the major religious faiths in the United Kingdom. 

The day will be chaired by Professor Peter Jarvis, a Methodist Minister, and there will 

be four speakers who speak on some of the major issues that form the basis of 

religion: 

 Dr Dharma Bhakta  Shakyo : Secretary of Lumbini Nepalese Buddha Dharma 

Society 

 Major Suryaparsud Upadhya: A former British  army officer and Hindu 

 Rabbi James Baaden: He is currently studying  at University of Oxford and 

will speak on Judaism 

 Dr Naznim Hirji: The leader of Ismaili Muslim community in North London 

It will be held at The Pilgrim Centre, Swindon. The Pilgrim Centre is a purpose built ecumenical 

centre designed to serve the needs of Swindon. It provides an arena for 'kingdom activities' whether 

sponsored by the church or others and is where the community of the Local Ecumenical Partnership 

(LEP) comprising Baptist, Methodist, and United Reformed Traditions meet to worship. A number 

of Public Car Parks are within a very short distance of the Centre 

The day is structured to allow delegates a chance to pose questions to the guest speakers. The 

programme is: 

10:00 Arrive. Registration. Coffee 

10:20 Introduction and establishing the basic questions. 

10:30 Guest speakers who will each respond on behalf of their religion to the basic 

questions and provide a background to their faith. 

12:30         Lunch  

13:30 Workshop sessions 

15:00 Break. Tea/coffee 

15:15 Panel discussion and questions and answers where the guest speakers will respond to 

questions generated from the workshop sessions. 

16:15 Summing up/close 

16:30         Finish 

The conference fee of £12 includes participation in the full conference programme plus coffee/tea 

on arrival, and mid afternoon. A salad and snack lunch is available at £6.00. Members of U3Aôs 

which are not affiliated to the TVR are welcome at an additional fee.  

Further information can be obtained from : Peter Jarvis, 6 Skillman Drive, Thatcham, Berkshire RG19 
4GGTel: 01635 860182 Email: P.Jarvis@surrey.ac.uk  

 


